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LEAGUE STATEMENT  25TH JULY 2020 
 

Following a Meeting of the League Cups & Competitions Committee on 23rd July 2020, the 
following decision has been made regarding the outstanding Cup Finals from the 2019-2020 
season. 
 
After exploring every option, the Committee reluctantly concluded that it would be unable to 
organise the Finals to the required standard and safety levels, and so the unfinished Cup 
Competitions are declared null and void for the 2019-2020 Season. 
 
So that nobody thinks the decision was taken lightly, just some of the issues faced were: 

1) There are 23 Cup Finals outstanding 
2) There is no current guidance from the FA on how to organise a Cup Final. 
3) Stadia are not currently permitted to admit spectators. 
4) There could be issues physically preventing unauthorised persons from attending. 
5) The League & Owners of Grounds would be liable for the safety of teams and officials. 
6) Public pitches are very difficult to control.  
7) Managers/Players/Teams may have changed Club. 
8) Managers/Players may be on holiday. 
9) People connected to a Team could at any time be tested positive for Covid-19 or be 

asked to self-isolate due to contact with an infected person. 
10) Referees are awaiting registration clearance for 2020-2021. 
11) If it was left to Clubs to organise their own Finals, we would only be handing them all 

the same issues, and the League would still be ultimately responsible.  
 
Cup Final Programmes 
 
Not all U9 & U11 Finalists submitted information for the programmes, as the lockdown started 
at the end of their qualifying games, so no programmes have been produced for those age-
groups. However, programmes had already been printed for the U10, U12, U15, U16 & U18 
age-groups, and these will now be distributed to the relevant Teams free of charge (can be 
collected from Andre). 
 
Mementoes 
 
The League will try to source a memento that can be given to every player who reached, but 
was unable to play in, a Cup Final.  
 
Summary 
 
We realise that Clubs, Teams, Managers, Players and their Parents will all be extremely 
disappointed at the decision, as are we. Unfortunately, Coronavirus still presents a very real 
threat to the health and wellbeing of the whole football community, so all our actions and 
decisions must be taken with the safety of players and their families foremost in our mind.    
 
End of Statement 
 
 
 
 


